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IWG-P-09-01 

 
Partnership Update (October – December) 

 

This paper provides an update on LowCVP activities since the last Innovation Group 
meeting. It is provided for information only. 

 
Summary 
 
The following highlights are identified: 
 

• LowCVP pressure stimulates action on low carbon buses  

• LowCVP completes engaging with investors project 

• 6th Annual Conference announced 

• Director address climate change talks seminar 

• Government informs LowCVP of funding cuts  

• Changes to LowCVP Board 
 

1. LowCVP pressure stimulates action on low carbon buses  
 
Concerted campaigning by LowCVP over many years has finally yielded changes to 
the Bus Service Operators Grant (BSOG) - the main barrier to the introduction of fuel 
efficient/low carbon buses in the UK. The change was welcomed in a LowCVP press 
release issued on the 16 December in response to a DfT communication. 
 
LowCVP’s Bus Working Group worked to develop a consensus between bus 
manufacturers, operators and passenger transport executives how to change the 
BSOG. This was communicated to officials as part of a LowCVP submission to the 
consultation on “Local Bus Service Support” issued by the DfT earlier this year.  A 
series of follow-up meetings with officials during the autumn have helped to clarify 
the business case and define detailed proposals for revisions to the (BSOG).  An 
announcement in the Pre-Budget Report confirmed DfT will amend BSOG to 
encourage low carbon bus purchase. LowCVP is now working with officials how to 
take forward the announcement through finalising details of the operational scheme. 
 
In the press release LowCVP Director, Greg Archer commented, “This change is well 
overdue but reflects a renewed willingness by the Department for Transport to tackle 
important barriers to the adoption of low carbon vehicle technologies. The 
announcement follows concerted efforts by bus industry members of the Low Carbon 
Vehicle Partnership to build a consensual, practical solution to replace BSOG and 
encourage the market for low carbon buses. It illustrates the value of the Partnership 
in tackling and overcoming market barriers to the introduction of low carbon 
vehicles.” 
 
The bus working group have also developed an operational requirements 
specification for a low carbon bus as part of a feasibility study into forming a 
consortium to procure low carbon buses in the UK outside London.  The LowCVP low 
carbon bus specification has now been adopted by the COMPRO project, a 
consortium of Italian, French, German and Swedish cities intending to procure 
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environmental buses, and Jonathan Murray now represents LowCVP on the 
COMPRO project’s Procurement Management Group. 
 
In the UK the LowCVP has been promoting low carbon buses through appropriate 
events including the Euro Bus Expo 08, held at the NEC in November.  The 
Partnership-hosted seminar examined the role of technology and design in tackling 
CO2 from buses. 
 
2 LowCVP completes engaging with investors project 
 
As part of the work on supporting SMEs in developing low carbon technology, the 
Innovation Working Group commissioned a study looking at access to finance to 
provide an evidence base in developing their work plan in this area.  The report, 
undertaken by Orion Innovations, highlighted a potential lack of early stage equity 
funding and the relatively small proportion of deals for automotive applications.  
However, the analysis was frustrated by the lack of granularity to the deal data, which 
is reported for the Cleantech sector, of which transport is a subgroup.  The report 
goes on to provide useful information regarding the sources and finance and there 
requirements.  The IWG is now looking at how to take the work in this area focused 
upon developing services for SMEs. The Secretariat will be making the report and 
material available via the LowCVP website.  
 
3 6th Annual Conference announced 
 

The LowCVP's 2009 annual conference will take place alongside the first London 
International 'Sexy Green Motor Show' on Thursday, 30 April 2009. The event will 
provide delegates with an opportunity to preview the Show which comes to London 
after two successful years at the Eden Project in Cornwall. 

The LowCVP conference will give delegates the opportunity to learn about - and 
comment upon - the latest news on low carbon road transport and policy 
developments and to meet key people in the sector.  

Full conference details and delegate (plus exhibition) rates will be published early in 
2008. 

 
4 Director addresses climate change talks seminar 
 
LowCVP Director was invited to address a seminar in Poznan held in conjunction 
with the recent COP 14 (UN Climate Change Conference). The seminar, hosted by 
Econcern, focused on the challenges of creating a sustainable market for biofuels. 
The Director focused his presentation on the work LowCVP led to develop the UK’s 
carbon and sustainability reporting scheme and results to date and lessons learned. 
Voting by delegates before and after the seminar indicated more were persuaded of 
the benefits and roll of biofuels as part of a sustainable, low carbon transport future. 
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5 Government informs LowCVP of funding cuts 
 
The LowCVP Board has been asked to identify the implications of a budget cut of 
£100-150k in 2009-10 (15-20%). Government officials have indicated that the cost 
savings should be made through revisions to the terms of reference and future 
activities of the Partnership. Specifically, officials have specified that they envisage 
the focus for activity should be on providing a forum for stakeholders to work together 
to address market barriers and providing a policy forum for Government, industry and 
other partners to liaise. Officials have indicated that they see a reduced role in 
respect of encouraging industries and other stakeholders to engage proactively in the 
move to low carbon vehicles and fuels and providing Government with independent 
input to and feedback on the progress and effectiveness of low carbon R&D 
programmes.  
 
The Director has been exploring how best the efficiencies can be delivered and will 
be presenting proposals to forthcoming Partnership meetings. The imminent 
formation of a company limited by guarantee – which is expected to be completed by 
April 2009 is expected to deliver savings of around £67k on the 2008-9 budget. 
However, to achieve the required level of budget cuts will require reductions in the 
Partnerships work programmes and possibly staffing levels. 
 
6 Changes to LowCVP Board 
 
Graham Smith will be stepping down as LowCVP Chairman in March after 6-years in 
the roll – but will continue to be a member of the Board. A new Chairman is presently 
being sought. John Wood, another founding member, has also stepped down as Vice 
Chairman and has left the Board. Stephen Joseph, Executive Director of the 
Campaign for Better Transport has also stepped down and a new representative 
from an environmental organisation is being sought.  
 
With the forthcoming retirement of Malcolm Fendick from DfT, Victoria Hodkingson-
Gibb has taken over the position. Other recent new additions to the Board are: John 
Lewis, Managing Director, British Vehicle Rental and Leasing Association; and, 
David Kenworthy, Chairman, Institute Advanced Motorists, representing the interests 
of flees and consumers respectively. 
 
7 LowCVP membership reaches 291 organisations 
 
Membership of LowCVP has now reached 291 organisations. Recently approved 
requests for membership are: 

• Allied Vehicles Ltd  

• Axeon Plc 

• Be Smart 

• Venson Automotive Solutions Ltd 

• Armstrong Nisbet Ltd  

• TML Precision Engineering Ltd 

• SAIC Motor UK Ltd  

• Elsbett Ltd 

• ADP Ltd  
 



4 

8 Communication activities 
 
LowCVP representatives have spoken at the following events since September:  

 

• 1/10 RFA Board 

• 17/10 DfT Act on CO2 workshop 

• 12/11 Energy Efficiency Business – European Conference 

• 2/12 2nd Energy Efficiency Finance and Investment Forum 

• 6/12 COP14 Econcern Seminar, Poznan 
 
The monthly e-newsletter issued by the LowCVP has risen to over 1700 subscribers. 
The LowCVP website is undergoing a number of updates and design improvements. 
The site has received an average of around 10,000 visitors a week during the last 
three months. 
 
9 Other Activities 
 
The Secretariat has participated in a range of other member / government-led 
activities including: 
 

• 2/10 RFA and Better Sugarcane Initiative workshop 

• 2/10 Meeting with SMMT on labelling and car advertising 

• 7/10 Meeting with Elsbett – high blend biofuels 

• 8/10 Brazilian Embassy meeting on biofuels 

• 8/10 Launch of the Ninth SMMT Sustainability Report 

• 9/10 Meeting with WRAP 

• 15/10 Meeting with RMIF on labelling nearly new cars 

• 16/10 DfT meeting on research relating to Act on CO2 

• 21/10 Interim report on Engaging with investors study 

• 22/10 Meeting with DfT regarding BSOG review 

• 23/10 Ricardo launch event 

• 27/10 International Experts Group on EVs 

• 28/10 UK National Low Carbon Event  

• 29/10 Meeting DfT 

• 7/11 Lunch with Michelin 

• 18/11 Meeting Autolink 

• 19/11 Shell stakeholder discussion 

• 25/11 SMMT Dinner – guest of Ford Motor Co.  

• 4/12 Meeting IMIE – Sexy Green Car Show 

• 11/12 VIPER meeting 

• 15/12 Meeting SMMT 

• 16/12 Meeting with BERR – work programme 

• 16/12 Meeting BMW 

• 17/12 RFA Workshop 

• 17/12 Honda Insight Preview 
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10 Board and Steering Group 
 
10.1 Board 
 
The Board met on the 25th November. The meeting discussed: 
 

• Government work programme priorities & funding 2009/10 

• Incorporation and appointment of Trustees 

• Finance report 2008/9 – including an outstanding debt of £15k from the annual 
conference receipts. 

 
The Board delayed the formation of the new company pending agreement with 
Government departments on funding for 2009/10 and the work programme, but 
confirmed the intention to proceed. It asked the Director to consider the implications 
of funding cuts and the economic downturn on the introduction of membership fees 
for the next meeting. The next meeting is scheduled for 5 February 2009. 
 
10.2 Steering Group 
 
The Steering Group met on the 8th January. The meeting discussed: 
 

• Funding cuts 

• LowCVP Incorporation and membership fees 

• Work programme priorities for 2009-10 

• Proposal for revision to the car fuel economy label 
 
The next meeting be held on the 21st April 
 
11 Working Group Activities 
 
Issues addressed during the most recent meeting are detailed below. 
 
11.1 Bus Working Group 
 
The Bus Working Group met on the 19th November. The meeting discussed: 
 

• Bus Subsidy Review 

• COMPRO comments on low carbon bus specification 

• Project brief for survey of interest in low carbon bus procurement 

• Report on the Euro Bus Expo and LowCVP involvement 

• Work plan review 

• Presentation on Biofuels post Gallagher Review 
 
The next meeting will be held on the 4th March 2009. 
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11.2 Passenger Car Working Group  
 
The Working Group met on 15 October and focussed upon:  

 

• Incorporation and membership fees 

• Introduction of the Act on CO2 Stakeholder Relationship Manager 

• Electrification of road transport 

• Workplan 2009/10 

• Labelling directive and Act on CO2 update  

• Car advertising and labelling 

• Van CO2 study update 
 
The next meeting is scheduled for the 11th February 2009. 
 
11.3 Innovation Working Group 
 
The Working Group met on the 12th November. The meeting focussed upon: 

 

• Update on incorporation and membership fees. 

• Presentation on the electrification of transport by BERR and LowCVP’s 
supporting activity. 

• Presentation on the Engaging with Investors report commissioned from Orion 
Innovations. 

• Presentation on developing an effective intellectual property strategy in the 
automotive sector. 

• 2009/10 Work programme. 
 
The next meeting of the IWG will be held on 14th January 2009. 
 
11.4  Fuels Working Group  
 
The FWG met on 16th October. The meetings discussed a range of issues including: 
 

• Renewable Fuels Agency Q1 Report (pre-meeting briefing) 

• Incorporation and membership fees 

• Cross working-group project on high blend liquid & gaseous biofuels 

• Update from RTFO Carbon Linkage sub-group 

• Update on Renewable Energy and Fuel Quality Directives. 

• 2009/10 Work programme 
 
The next meeting of the FWG will be held on 23rd January 2009.  
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12 Future LowCVP meetings 
 
Dates for LowCVP meetings in 2009 are detailed in the table. 
 

 Board SG BWG CVWG FWG PCWG IWG 

Jan   6
th

    23
rd

   14
th

  

Feb 5
th

      11
th

   

March   4
th

      

April  21
st
    23

rd
   1

st
  

May 19
th

   6
th

      

June      17
th

  24
th

  

July  22
nd

  8
th

   16
th

    

Aug        

Sept 15
th

      9
th

   

Oct  22
nd

    29
th

   14
th

  

Nov 24
th

   4
th

    18
th

   

Dec        

 

 
 


